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‘‘(k) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of the Congress that 
every State have an area health education center program in effect 
under this section.’’. 

(b) CONTINUING EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT FOR HEALTH PROFES-
SIONALS SERVING IN UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES.—Part D of title 
VII of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 294 et seq.) is 
amended by striking section 752 and inserting the following: 
‘‘SEC. 752 ø42 U.S.C. 294b¿. CONTINUING EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT FOR 

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS SERVING IN UNDERSERVED 
COMMUNITIES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall make grants to, and 
enter into contracts with, eligible entities to improve health care, 
increase retention, increase representation of minority faculty 
members, enhance the practice environment, and provide informa-
tion dissemination and educational support to reduce professional 
isolation through the timely dissemination of research findings 
using relevant resources. 

‘‘(b) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—For purposes of this section, the term 
‘eligible entity’ means an entity described in section 799(b). 

‘‘(c) APPLICATION.—An eligible entity desiring to receive an 
award under this section shall submit to the Secretary an applica-
tion at such time, in such manner, and containing such information 
as the Secretary may require. 

‘‘(d) USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible entity shall use amounts 
awarded under a grant or contract under this section to provide in-
novative supportive activities to enhance education through dis-
tance learning, continuing educational activities, collaborative con-
ferences, and electronic and telelearning activities, with priority for 
primary care. 

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION.—There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $5,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2010 
through 2014, and such sums as may be necessary for each subse-
quent fiscal year.’’. 
SEC. 5404. WORKFORCE DIVERSITY GRANTS. 

Section 821 of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 296m) 
is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—
(A) by striking ‘‘The Secretary may’’ and inserting the 

following: 
‘‘(1) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘pre-entry preparation, and retention 
activities’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘stipends for di-
ploma or associate degree nurses to enter a bridge or de-
gree completion program, student scholarships or stipends 
for accelerated nursing degree programs, pre-entry prepa-
ration, advanced education preparation, and retention ac-
tivities’’; and 
(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘First’’ and all that follows through ‘‘in-
cluding the’’ and inserting ‘‘National Advisory Council on 
Nurse Education and Practice and consult with nursing as-
sociations including the National Coalition of Ethnic Mi-
nority Nurse Associations,’’; and 
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(B) by inserting before the period the following: ‘‘, and 
other organizations determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary’’. 

SEC. 5405. PRIMARY CARE EXTENSION PROGRAM. 
Part P of title III of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 

280g et seq.), as amended by section 5313, is further amended by 
adding at the end the following: øAs redesignated by section 
10501(f)¿
‘‘SEC. 399V–1 ø42 U.S.C. 280g–12¿. PRIMARY CARE EXTENSION PRO-

GRAM. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT, PURPOSE AND DEFINITION.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting through the Direc-
tor of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, shall 
establish a Primary Care Extension Program. 

‘‘(2) PURPOSE.—The Primary Care Extension Program 
shall provide support and assistance to primary care providers 
to educate providers about preventive medicine, health pro-
motion, chronic disease management, mental and behavioral 
health services (including substance abuse prevention and 
treatment services), and evidence-based and evidence-informed 
therapies and techniques, in order to enable providers to incor-
porate such matters into their practice and to improve commu-
nity health by working with community-based health connec-
tors (referred to in this section as ‘Health Extension Agents’). 

‘‘(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(A) HEALTH EXTENSION AGENT.—The term ‘Health Ex-

tension Agent’ means any local, community-based health 
worker who facilitates and provides assistance to primary 
care practices by implementing quality improvement or 
system redesign, incorporating the principles of the pa-
tient-centered medical home to provide high-quality, effec-
tive, efficient, and safe primary care and to provide guid-
ance to patients in culturally and linguistically appropriate 
ways, and linking practices to diverse health system re-
sources. 

‘‘(B) PRIMARY CARE PROVIDER.—The term ‘primary care 
provider’ means a clinician who provides integrated, acces-
sible health care services and who is accountable for ad-
dressing a large majority of personal health care needs, in-
cluding providing preventive and health promotion serv-
ices for men, women, and children of all ages, developing 
a sustained partnership with patients, and practicing in 
the context of family and community, as recognized by a 
State licensing or regulatory authority, unless otherwise 
specified in this section. 

‘‘(b) GRANTS TO ESTABLISH STATE HUBS AND LOCAL PRIMARY 
CARE EXTENSION AGENCIES.—

‘‘(1) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall award competitive 
grants to States for the establishment of State- or multistate-
level primary care Primary Care Extension Program State 
Hubs (referred to in this section as ‘Hubs’). 

‘‘(2) COMPOSITION OF HUBS.—A Hub established by a State 
pursuant to paragraph (1)—
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